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Guided Reading Notes: North Carolina 





            Block______________
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Color the map according to the region; use the key to show your choices.
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The Mountains Region:
1. How did the modern Appalachian Mountains form?  
When did this occur?
2. List  3 items that are mined in the NC Mountains region and how we might use those items.

	Items that are Mined
	Common Uses for those Items

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. What tree species dominate the Appalachian mountain area?

4. What has been affecting the forests in the mountain region, causing a decline in the number of trees?

5. How many soil types are there in NC?

6. Almost all of NC soils are ______________ and lacking in _________________.

7. What 5 factors affect the type of soil that forms in an area?

8. What two specific Soil Orders can we find in the mountains region? 
 Describe the types.

9. Where was the shoreline of NC approximately 500-600 million years ago?

10. NC does not have any major faults, but we can still occasionally feel earthquakes.   In what part of the state are you most likely to feel an earthquake?

11. List the following Climate information for Asheville, NC:

a. Annual Average Precipitation (°inches)

__________
b. Average January Temperature (°F)

__________
c. Average July Temperature (°F)


__________
The Piedmont:

12. NC has grown in urbanization and population during the last 30 years.  Where has most of this increase taken place?
13. The NC city with the highest population is ______________________________.   This city is found in NC’s ____________________________ region.

14. The geographic feature called the ________________________separates the Piedmont from the Coastal Plain.  Describe what this feature is.

15. The Piedmont region has elevations ranging from _______ to ___________ meters above sea level and it has the greatest variety of _______________________________.
16. The western side of the Piedmont has ___________________________ rocks like gneiss, the mid-section contains ___________________________ rocks like granite, and towards the Coastal Plain you would find _____________________________ rocks like limestone.

17. List  3 items that are mined in the Piedmont region and how we might use those items.

	Items that are Mined
	Common Uses for those Items

	
	

	
	

	
	


18.  What is the main Soil Order found in the Piedmont region? 
 Describe that soil type.
19. The Piedmont’s geologic history states that erosion helped shape the Piedmont because the hills are made of hard rocks and therefore they did not wear down as quickly as the ground around them.  If the rocks weathered and got eroded, where did the particles/sediment go?

20. How many major river basins are there in NC?

21. What are some daily activities that may pollute our freshwater?

22. What local river do some of our (Charlotte) water supplies come from?

23. How do we get to the groundwater stored in an aquifer?

24. List the following Climate information for Charlotte, NC:

a. Annual Average Precipitation (°inches)


__________
b. Average January Temperature (°F)


__________
c. Average July Temperature (°F)



__________
The Coastal Plain:

25. One of NC’s largest cities is on the coast; this city is ____________________________________.
26. The eastern Coastal Plain is flat, poorly drained areas of __________________, ___________________, and ____________________.

27. The Coastal Plain consists mostly of ___________________ rocks.
28. The Coastal Plain features ecosystems such as Maritime Forests; describe what I would find here.

29. The Coastal Plain features ecosystems such as Tidal Salt Marshes; describe what I would find here.

30. There is limited farming in NC because our soils lack nutrients due to leaching.  Define/ explain what leaching is.

31. Using Figure 26 on pg. ES17, name the large lake in the Catawba Basin.

32. NC has a lot of wetlands in its east coast.  Describe three important purposes that the wetlands fulfill.


a.

b.

c.

       33. What are three different types of wetlands that can be found on NC Coastal Plain?
a.

b.

c.

        34. What is the name of the narrow, sandy islands parallel to NC’s coast?

        35. Barrier islands are subject to overwash; describe this process.

        36. List the following Climate information for Wilmington, NC:

a. Annual Average Precipitation (°inches)


___________
b. Average January Temperature (°F)


___________
c. Average July Temperature (°F)



___________
         37. NC although mild in climate, can have extreme weather.  Using Table 4 on pg. ES24 discuss the worst hurricane to come through NC.
        38.  What is the typical directional pattern for a hurricane moving in the Atlantic Ocean?






KEY:


          Mountains


�    Piedmont


�   Coastal Plain




















